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Tan Hitavadi of the doch b the 
spas 
2250 „ the a ae ae that the is herve Woe 
thieves and dacoits, Who 
very N set of rascals, The 
fokirs during The day, and commit thefts and daocoities at 
and noweetal that even the poli 
To cite one instatice of thelr boldest they one tight sealed: the, 
the local jail, and stole the 4 None of these 
as yet been traced. They are committing thefts every ni in about 15 or 16 
— under the very nose of the police. Does not all prove the utter 
worthlessness of the Muzaffarpur police? — 
2, The Prativass of the Ind October has the following, with reference to 
on aie cages ee Lal Ghosh was 
a fate, prosevetion by a police . ice with disorderly conduct, but 


— by the Presidency Magistrate of 
Caloutta: —- 


This case is mysterious from beginning to end. If the version of the case 
published 1 in the Hitavadi be correct, then we must say that Nanda Babu was the 
victim of a conspiracy. The te would not have acquitted the accused 
it he had not been convinced that the charge against him was false. Why then 
has the constable, who falsely prosecuted a e e eee man, been let off? The 
mystery would have been 80 or ifa rule h e upon the 
constable to show cause why he should not be prosecuted for ra ga a false 
charge against an innocent man. The matter is a serious one, and we hope the 
Police Commissioner will try to remove the discredit which has been cast upon 
the Calcutta Police. 


ty 


* publio, are a 


— Working of the Courts. 


3. The Burdwan Samivani of the 26th September says that it is an open 
m 8 secret that the Court peons who serve notices, sum- 
9 . &., always charge the parties, at whose 
instance such processes are issued, with diet allowance and cost of travellir 
although such charges are illegal, ‘and are never ind uſed by the Courts in the 
costs, In the cases in ioe tes have to travel very long 2 they 
cannot be blamed for takin bove allowances from the parties. Suppose 
a 1 in a — Ovurkt has to serve a summons in Barakar. If he has to go 
ali the way on foot, as he is supposed by the law to do, the best part of his pay 
mas e has to eat all the way at his own expense. 

r ee High Court and the Government are not 
aware of the illegal exactions of the peons. It is very probable that the 
authorities know this very well and wink at it But it is time that the extra 
costs to which parties are put in having summonses, er served were recognised 


as costs of suits, ond Chak, e- of the peons, 
— by the ‘Oourt diet money and . wanes on 4 thy 
Lag to the distance travelled. 
he Charu Mihir of the 28th September has the following on the 
_ Rangoon outrage ca 


Foe Bere nn ee At the time of Horrotks’s trial the 
woman was in a state of insanity and could five no evidence. 
recovered. from her illness, she gave her w at ee Tis 


scoundrels, it appears, first: d her into a wala, and one of them on 
her, while. the others remai at the temaske and pelting those with 
brickbats who resented the outrage. One by one | beasts in 


human shape also violated her. een said that hearesuct tiie iow to commit 
the outrage. Was it possible, under the circumstances, for a native wéman to 
offer resistance ? But the jurors, incarnations of justice that | 
the conclusion that the woman had given her consent to this brutal 
c view of the case then this? 
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PRatIy ast, 
; Oct. 2nd, 1899, | 


BurDwas Gansivani, 
Sept. 26th, 1809. 


Cuanu Mmm, 
Sept, 26th, 1689. 


Aa 


Sava, 


Sept. 28th, 1899. 


SaNJIVANyI, 


with this case has tarnished the glory 


in Assam. 


coming home at evening from their day’s work in the field, when an impr 


case where a Euro is concerned; and the mistake of 5 
judge and jury to al fad r 2 e of getting 


The shameful conduct of the military authorities in Rangoon in 


ry of British justice. By Lord Curzon’s 
order, they were compelled to investigate the case. But they did not allow the 
Court’ which tried the prisoners any use of the evidence they had collected. 
The Government Advocate. ch rised their conduct as ‘a conspiracy of | 
The case has produced ah excitement not only among natives, but also 
among — As for the Burmese, this failure of 3 may gand the 
mad. Lord Curzon has, however, earned the gratitude of the natives of this 
country by evincing the greatest solicitude to bring the offenders to justice. 
The hopes of the natives rest entirely 2 him, and they wait to papa ec aan 
punishment he metes out to the West Kent Regiment. e 
5. 4 correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 28th September reports the 
following case of oppression of a woman in 
A case of oppression of a woman Ag m: . 


The wife and the niece of a cultivator were 


overture was made to them by the mandal and another man. The badmashes 
seized the cultivator’s wife at a solitary part of the road and carried her off. 
The husband, however, got timely notice of the affair and succeeded in 
arresting one of the men. The wife laid a complaint and her case was disposed 
of by a native Extra Assistant Commissioner. The accused was charg 

under section 354 and two other sections of the Penal Code, and was fined only 
Rs. 5 for each offence. The same Extra Assistant Commissioner, however, 
had fined a man Rs. 20 the other day for the comparatively light offence of 
having snatched away a buffalo from a pound. : 


The most curious feature of the above case of oppression, was that the 
oppressor of the woman having brought a civil suit for damages to the amount 
of s. 100 against the husband of the woman for defamation, the same Extra 
Assistant Commissioner did award Rs. 50 as damages. An appeal was 


preferred against this decree, and the Deputy Commissioner reduced its amount 
to Rs. 5. ) 


6. Referring to the Raniganj case, the same paper has an. article 
headed Sudden death of a European—the life of 
The Englishman on the result 


dasha a native wanted,” in the course of which it writes 
W she8. as follows: : | 


In the Englishman of the 26th September a European writes: Havin 
very carefully followed the evidence, both before the District: Magistrate an 
the Sessions Court in the above case, I, in common with several others, was 
struck by the extraordinary verdict and sentence. With the strongest cir- 
cumstantial evidence before them, the jury unanimously pronounced all the 
prisoners not guilty of either murder or culpable homicide. : Tou should 
remember,’ says my friend at my elbow, ‘that the judge and jury were natives 
as also all the prisoners, while the one for whose death the. latter were on 
trial was a European. You have failed to notice,’ he adds, ‘how singular it is 
when a European is tried by a mixed jury, the native jurors make it a point 
of bringing in a verdict of guilty, no matter what the evidence.’ Yes, these 
observations are quite true, as we all know, and the verdict and sentence 
are what might have been expected of a native jury and judge. Behold the 
judge aspersing the evidence of the European witnesses, and declaring he 
would not pass a lenient sentence. It is precisely they—the Bengalis—who 
show daily in a hundred ways that they have not the least notion of justice 
where a European is concerned, and are loudest in their: clamours for self. 
government. These are the very men who, blind to all the facts of a case 
where a European stands charged with murdering a native, are loud, not to 
say seditious, in their comments and remarks. Im agine for a moment the 

risoners Europeans and the murdered a native. What do you suppose would 
o the verdict brought in by the native jury, and the sentence pronounced 
by Babu B. L. Gupta? This is only another case which illustrates at 
once the fact that the ‘native is utterly incapable of taking a just view of a 
a native 


djudicate on a case where a European is concerted against 
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a native. The verdict: and sentence in this ease is’ s positive. premium 


ie 


where all the legal officials are natives? = =. |... : 
“Tt isto be hoped the High Court will, in the exercise of its 


Defence Association, the Mill Agents and the Chamber of: Commerce will press 
on the notice of the Government the flagrant violation of justice’ im the case, 
and move an appeal. SE NS e oad e den dil 
This is how the correspondent roars. The editor roars more ft 

‘A correspondent writes in a tone of natural indignation 
sentence of the assailants of Mr. Ironside at Raniganj. | 
what we believe to be a very prevalent feeling ‘of alarm at the manifest and 
growing insecurity of European life in India. At the same time, in justice to 
the judge, it should be pointed out that the sentence awarded to those found 

uilty on the minor charge, namely two years’ ge Sage is the maximum 
permissible under section 147 of the Penal Code. The > ao specifically 
raised by our correspondent is whether it is just that the miscreants who 


carried out a planned and concerted assault on two Europeans, in consequence 


of which a valuable life was lost, should escape with a sentence not more 
severe than is awarded every dey in the Calcutta Police Court to a wretched 
bearer who steals a chudder. We do not say that the durwans killed 
Mr. Ironside; but we do say that the jury question is likely to come up again 
in an aggravated form, if Europeans in this country are brought to realise 
the increasing danger of their being murderously assaulted without the possi- 
bility of redress.” 

Considering the nature of the times, Europeans can say anything th 
like. But we can hardly contain our laughter at the statement that the ife 
of a European is no longer safe in this country. You threaten us with a 
revival of the jury question; but we are dead to all threats. You cannot add 
to the Indian’s misery. 3 5 

7. Referring to the Englishman’s remarks on the result of the Raniganj 

case, the Dasnik Chandrika of the 29th September 


The Englishman on the result of 2 5 Ria 
the n ee makes the following observations: 


We fail to ses the reason of the Zagiishman’s 
regret that the miscreants, who committed an assault on two Europeans, in 
consequence of which a valuable life was lost, should escape with a sentence 
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crime, and what, I ank, is. the value of u European’s life in a mufassal station, 


for the records of the case. It Is also hope the European and Anglo-Indian 
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Danm CHANDRIKs, 
Sept. 2th, 1899. 


not more severe than what is awarded every day in the Calcutta Police Court 


in ordinary theft cases. The Englishman has itself admitted that it was one 
of the two Europeans who commenced the fight. And who should be held 
responsible for Mr. Ironside’s death if he met it by accidentally falling finto the 
hot-water tank when running away? We think it likely that Mr. Ironside met 
his death in that way, especially as there is the evidence of a European’ doctor 
to support this view. The case n have been called a case of murder if, at 
least, grievous hurt had been prov | 
when there was clearly no murder, how could punishment for murder be 
awarded? The editor of the Englishman admits that when the accused were not 
found guilty of murder, they could not have been punished for that offence, 
but he adds in the same breath:— bist: 7 
Phe j uestion is likely to come u in in an vated form 
if ee the country are brought to . ska increasing danger of 
their being murderously assaulted without the possibility of redress.” 


What does the editor mean by this? When murder was not proved and 
ovided for the offence which Was 


the culprits got the highest punishment 
proved nst them, what blame d attach to the jurors? We are not 
frightened by the threat which the editor holds out, but why: blame jury trial 
without reason? a “Woe Gk 
8. A correspondent of the Samay of the 29th September says that the 


2 Sub-Inspector and a constable of the Mahestala out- 
* case of 2 theft in the post, in the 24- Par 


arganas 
search of an old offender in the village Akra. 
Failing to find the man in his house, they concealed themselves in it, and arrested 
him and one of his associates, an up- country man, when they came into the houne 


district, went one night in 


to have caused the deceased’s death. But 


Samay, _ 
Sept. 29th, 1899. 


: 


| | SaMAY, 
Sept. 29th, 1899. 


increase in the number of theft cases. 


were poss 


‘Character, gong about importuning European soldiers and a 
8 


8 ited Eee he betett ol « dewhe suk octane 
: | 22 y tb . ; ° 0 ö ‘ a ‘| bt a 
The 3 to direct his attention to the case, na the acautiia) 
of the accused is likely to embolden the ooolies working on the Akra brickfields, 

who are in the habit of committing thefts and dacoities, and to lead to an 


e writes as follows: ; 


9. The Samay of the 29th Se 
Thd Rangoon outrage case, 


ape 


=a 


a lying in 
physical and 
resist Johnsons 
aed with 


the attack 


rape? Supposing Magoon was guilty of solicitation, could not the outrage be 
eee. ip roadside na 1 and in broad daylight and in the presence 
of thousands of people? Even a woman sunk in the lowest depths of degradation 
cannot be 40 e a as to court such publicity. And yet it is circumstances 
like these which convinced the European jury in this case that Magoon was a 
characterless woman, that she had been guilty of solicitation, and that the 
soldier did not violate her by force, and the judge accepted this curious view 
of the matter and let off Johnson without giving à thought to the fact that by 
acquitting the accused he was not only not punishing the offender, but was also 
casting a deep stain.on the character of a chaste woman. Horrocks and Thorpe 
were given the benefit of a doubt in the matter of identification and were 
discharged for want of sufficient evidence. The case of Johnson was quite 
different. He had confessed his guilt, and there was also occular evidence to 
establish it. He had been clearly identified by Magoon, and his Counsel 
did not attempt to controvert the evidence produced ag fost hhim by the prose 
cution. And yet the Jury cast imputations on the character of the ravished 
woman and acquitted Johnson of the charge of rape. What can be a more 
deplorable farce of a trial than this? Were they not ashamed even to imsgi 
the possibility of an elderly woman, well known for her und sp 
al d actually 


intercours 1 a number of them, one after another, in broad daylight 
and in a roadside drain? Can man believe this as possible? ekg 
Another deplorable feature of this ease is the conspiracy of silenee on 
the part of the Officers of the West Kent They have done their 
utmost to screen the offenders and to render raise worth : 
of the Rangoon police to dollect 

In fact 
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one of the seven has been punished. The attention of His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief should be drawn to the conduct of the Rangoon Military 
authorities in reference to this case. 225 | 
The result of the trial has alarmed every native of Burma. One such 
muddle made in the administration of justice m calculated to produce conse- 
quences a hundred times, nay a thousand times more injurious than those 
which would be likely to be produced by the publication of even a thousand 
seditious articles in the a Hg of the country. It is not we alone who 
say this. The Englishman, the Daily News, the Statesman, the Bombay Times 
and all other Anglo-Indian papers also say the same thing. Even the Pioneer, 
the mouth-piece of the Indian Government and the Chief Advocate of the 


Anglo-Indian community, notices the decision-in the outrage case in the fol- 
lowing words of rebuke :— | 


‘The third trial in connection with the Rangoon: outrage case ended 
on Tuesday in the acquittal by the Jury of the accused, Private Johnson, of 
the West Kent Regiment. It now seems quite impossible that anyone will be 
a es for the inhuman outrage committed on April 2nd. The case against 

rivate Horrocks, who was arrested on the scene of the outrage, failed, and pro- 
bably so, for beyond his presence on the spot nothing was brought home to 
him. Private Thorpe was also acquitted for want of evidence, the statements 
made by several of the accused men to the officers of the regiment bein 
held to be inadmissible on the ground that inducements — been us 
to obtain them. The case against Johnson differed from the others inasmuch 
as he alone made a statement before the Cantonment Magistrate, admitting his 
connection with the woman. But even in his case the Jury were unanimous 
in ae ages apparently accepting the statements of the defence witnesses 
that the woman’s actions led them to believe she was a person of loose 
character, as sufficient justification for this decision. * * 


% Tt is a lamentable fact that up to the present time no one should 
have been brought to justice. The outrage was committed in the full light of 
day close to the public road, and was witnessed by many men belonging to 
the West Kent Regiment who apparently took no active part in it. Nothing 
but a conspiracy of stlence on the part of these men can have prevented the 
offence being brought home to the actual perpetrators, for the allegation as to 
the woman’s action before the offence cannot be regarded as justification of it. 
The men who were witnesses of what was done may have been deterred by a 
desire to shield their comrades, but whatever their motive their inaction has 
involved the whole regiment in the disgrace of an outrage which it would be 
hard to parallel. The action of the officers in obtaining statements from the 
accused, though no doubt due fo the best of motives, was also most unfortunate, 


since it effectually barred one door which might have led to iiaportant develop- 
ments when the case was tried.“ | 


We fully agree in the observations made by our contemporary, but we are 


not like him prepared to hold that the action of the officers in obtaining statements 


from the accused was actuated by the best of motives. If they had been actuated 
by the best of motives, they would have certainly helped the Court in bringing 


the offenders to justice, and ee sought to free the English nation and the 
English army from this deep reproach. 


We now Wr pray Lord Curzon to rectify the muddle that has 
been made in the trial of this case. It iz a matter of intense shame and regret 


that under English rule, and when Lord Curzon is at the head of the Indian 
Administration, 20 to 30 European soldiers should be able to ravish a 
helpless native woman in broad daylight and in a public street and not one of 
the offenders should be brought to justice. If it is really impossible to get the 
accused in this case convicted by a European jury, His Excellency should, as 
the Governor-General of India and representative of Her Majesty, devise some 
other means of inflicting upon them condign punishment in order that the good 
name of the English nation may be maintained and the honour of the law may 
be vindicated. The illiterate natives of this country do not understand the 
technicalities of the law. When they see a chaste Burmese woman like Magoon 
cruelly ravished by 20 to 30 European soldiers in a most public manner and 
not one of the offenders punished for that illegal, unrighteous and inhuman 
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act, they will naturally come to the conclusion that a European offender in 
this — however Theinces the offence with which he is charged, will never 
receive punishment. | 
10. The Hitavadi of the 29th September has the following: —- 
It was almost universally expected that Private 
A Johnson would be convicted. It is not possibly 
that those who dread European soldiers should solicit them for an immoral 
ose, There is, however, no doubt that the brutal outrage the woman 
half killed her and drove her mad. This being the case, everybody expected 
that the plea of consent would not stand. But this expectation has not been 
fulfilled. The jury believed in the version of the defence, and the judge has 
acquitted the prisoner. It is a pity that there are some men of the community 
to which these jurors belong who find fault with native jurors. About 90 
or 40 soldiers committed a brutal outrage upon a helpless woman in broad 
daylight, while many other soldiers silently looked on the crime and threatened 
those who tried to save the woman! It will be no exaggeration to say that 
such moral depravity, such cowardliness, such beastliness, are unparalleled. 
We humbly pray the Viceroy to visit this crime with condign punishment, 


(d)—Education. 


11. The Sanjivani of the 28th September writes as follows on the scheme 
for the introduction of practical training in the 

Practical training in the Entrance Entrance schools:— | 
e In the belief that a literary training is doing 
mischief to the Bengalis, Government is endeavouring to introduce a queer 
system of teaching in the name of scientific education. Introduced into the 
ntrance schools, the system will simply ruin those mstitutions. The private 
schools will be unable to bear the heavy burden of such a system, and more 
harm than good will be done by the scientific — which will be imparted 
in the Government schools by their existing staffs and by some half - educated 
students from the technical schools. ee 
We are stauch advocates of e 1 8 But — 
are unwilling to dignify mere cage-making, et-making and carpentry with 
the name * industrial pursuit, and we are strongly opposed to he | teaching 
of physics and chemistry to ill-educated youths by men who are themselves 
only half-educated. What we want to see is the production of practical effects 
from the scientific education which is given in our colleges. We requirea 
school for that purpose, where men like Drs. Jagadis Chandra Bose and 
Prafulla Chandra Rai would teach. We do not want the sham that Govern- 
ment is about to es us. Art and science can make no progress in a 
n Fm which literature, the chief nourishment of national life, has been 

anished. 


12. The Education Gazetée of the 29th September contains the following 

, from a correspondent :— 
fare now scheme of vernacu- Of those who at present pass the Primary or the 
Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination, some 
discontinue their studies and some go up to a higher school to continue their 
studies. Those who end their education in the vernacular schools, have very 
few opportunities of gaining a livelihood. Formerly they would qualify them- 
selves as Mukhiars, but under the new Makhtarship Examination Rules, they 
cannot do that. It will be a matter of gratification if the new scheme of 
vernacular education helps them in earning their livelihood. But we have some 

suggestions to make with reference to this scheme. 
he existing system of vernacular education does not qualify a student for 
zamindari work. I, therefore, propose that in the primary and middle ‘schools, 

books on zamindari and mahdjani be taught on the Kindergarten or an 


other method. In that case, the syllabus of study for the first class of a middle 
school should be as follows :— 8 


(1) A literature primer containing both prose and poetry. | 

2) A small text-book on grammar dealing with the broad principles of 
Sandi, karak, (case), linga (gender) and samas (compounds). 

(3) Arithmetic and Subhankar: (whole. ) 


Se 


at 


S. SASB8S8 A8 kes 


( 747 ) 


(4) Geometry, Book I, a general knowledge of men 
(00 Ar haa 
small text-book on history an hy. 
7 A text book on hygiene. od sig 
8) A manual of law relating to 1 
9) A drawing- book imparting a general knowledge of drawing. 
(10) Physical exercise. 

Agriculture and leaf manipulation need not be taught in these schools, not 
only because a little knowledge of these subjects will not enable the 
students to beat the agriculturist or the artisan on his ground, but also because 
it will create discontent among the children of the upper classes, who do not 
like such occupations. If, however, it is the fixed intention of the Government 
to teach agriculture, let lessons on agriculture be incorporated in the literature 
primer, and let also small gardens te kept in connection with the. schools, 
which will give the students pleasurable and, at the same time, profitable 
occupation. 

Such a system as this will benefit both classes of students—those who will 
end their education in the vernacular schools as well as those who will go up 
to higher schools for more study. } 

13, The Bangavasi of the 30th September has the following on the new 

eme of vernacular education :— 

hat 1 of verna- We have shown in our last article that it is 
quite impracticable, if not impossible, to compile 
science primers on the lines acceptable to the Government. We have also 
shown that the attempt to promote the study of science at the cost of literature 
is destined to be as ineffectual as an attempt to promote the growth of a plant 
by sprinkling water on its branches, while its roots have been cut off from 
the trunk. 

No syllabus has been recommended in the case of the history and 
geography primers. In a foot-note it has only been observed that the primer 
should be written on the lines of Lee-Warner's Citizen of India.” After 
going through this book, we have come to the conclusion that it is quite 
unsuited to the capacity of young children. There were many Bengalis on the 
Committee, and we fail to understand how they could decide that a book like 
this would be a fit text-book for young Bengali boys The members of the 
Committee, with only one exception, have no experience of the working of the 
existing system of vernacular education, and it is no wonder that they should 
recommend the use of a book like the Citizen of India” for teaching histo 
and geography to young Bengali boys. But Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukharji 
Bahadur has passed the best portion of his life in connection with the vernacular 
education, and it is doubtful whether there is another man in this country who 
possesses So great an oxperience of this system of education as he. It is, there- 
fore, very strange. that even he should have voted with the other members of 
the Committee. This is what makes us say that the Committee had no inde- 
pendence, and it is owing to this that there are so many defects in their report. 

It is said in the report that the existing arithmetic course will not be 
interfered with. We, however, fail to understand how the whole course of 
arithmetic to be finished in the first class of the middle vernacular can be 
exhaustively dealt with in sixty pages. Such ignorance and want of experience 
have been displayed in many places in the report. But why has such ignor- 
ance been displayed when there was an experienced gentleman on the Com- 
mittee ? Does not this prove want of independence in the Committee ? 

One word more. The prices which have been fixed for the text-books are 
too low to encourage the writing of good books. Ithas also been threatened that 
no book will remain a text-book for more than five years. This being the 
case, very few writers will be induced to write school-books. Is not this a 
great obstacle in the way of introducing the new system? Again, it is pro- 
posed to introduce Kindergarten in the pathsalas and science-teaching in the 
vernacular schools. But where are teachers qualified to teach on these improved 
lines ? It is true that there are normal schools. for the training of teachers. 
But in order to increase the number of trained teachers, it is necessary to 
increase the number of normal schools, and this will oblige the Government to 
incur additional educational expenditure. But it is said in the report that the 
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introduction of the new scheme will not increase the educational expenditure 
of the Government. It is easy to imagine how far a scheme, the introduction 
of which will inevitably lend to increase of expenditure, will be successful when 
it is tried to introduce it without sanctioning any additional expenditure, 
The Committee have made a good proposal, but they have made no provision 
for the additional expenditure which is sure to be incurred in giving effect 
it. 8 1 ; 

1 Here is another instance of the Committee's want of experience. They 
propose to hold examinations under the new system in 1902. The Committee 
expect to get in three years what they ought not to expect to get in thi 
years. Nothing, but a miracle can change the course of nature, and the days 
of miracles are gone. hae 1 f 1 

A reading of the report creates this impression in our mind, that it pro 
to practically abolish the teaching of literature, history, geography and mathe- 
matics, and introduce the teaching of Science in their place. Such one-sided 
education is not likely to produce good results. It is as good to teach science 
without teaching history and geography, as it is to advise one to take to 
physical exercise without taking sufficient food. We are not opposed to 
scientific education, but we are not prepared to sacrifice everything else for 
science. 

14, In the opinion of the same paper, Babu Hem Chandra Banerji's 

_  Kavitabali is a good readable oompilation from 

mot ag Chandra Banerji's the poet’s writings. If the book is Say as a 
. text - book for school-boys, the publisher will have 
to be a little more careful about the pieces selected. Wis, 

15. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st October, continues its criticism of 

the new scheme of vernacular education :— 
edn new scheme of vernacular - Under the present system of education, the child 

has to exercise only his memory, his other faculties 
and his senses not being, so to say, exercised at all. It is true the eyes are 
now exercised, but the way in which they are exercised makes the child con- 
tract weakness of sight in youth, and long-sightedness before the attainment 
of mature years. It is in fact, educational defects which principally make 
the people of this country idle, lazy and short-lived. To remove these defects, 
boys should be taught drill, gymnastics and drawing, which will exercise their 
hands and eyes, and also agriculture and science. Kindergarten and object- 
lessons furnish the most suitable means of introducing the study of these 
subjects, because they will induce children to exercise their bodies and so 
become active, instead of idle and lazy. 

People seem to have taken fright at the high-sounding name of Kinder- 
garten, but from what has been said about its nature in the Committee's report 
it seems to be a most suitable system for the training of the children of the 
agricultural, artisan and labouring classes. It is almost certain that when the 
system will be actually introduced no one will oppose it, and all village people 
will be pleased with it. The best way of developing a child’s faculties 1s not 
by making him read books, but by making him work and this is what the 

indergerten system does. People need not fear that it will turn high-caste 
children into doms, that is, makers of mats, baskets, &c. It will certainly not 
interfere with caste. ae 

The objection which has been made against putting geography and history 
into one book is also perfectly groundless. A child cannot be expected to 
master the whole range of knowledge in the world. It is the attempt to do 
this that has resulted in loss of health in Bengal. 

No revolution need, indeed, be feared from the introduction of the scheme. 
It will, on the contrary, be productive of the most beneficial results, if the 
Education Department can _ re or select the necessary text-books. The 
preparation of text-books should be entrusted to Committees formed, from time 
to time, with old and experienced teachers. 

16. The Medini Bandhav, of the And October, is surprised that the 


Mr. Lee-Warner’s “ Citizen of Committee on Veracular Education has recom- 
India” as a model book in 3 mended even the small bock on history, which is 


to be read in th itten 
on the model of Mr. Lee -W © road in the vernacular schools, to be wri 


arner’s “Citizen of India.” That book gives very 
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little history, and is somewhat like a scientific history, What good the railway 
does, when the post-office was first — and what it does, — 4 


advantages the telegraph creates —it is only things like these that are given 


in that book, whilst it says very little as to what happened in each Viceroy’s 


rule. It is difficult to see what sort. of a text-book in history a book co 
of such matter as this will be. | Bere iy 


¢ ; 
+? 


17. The Manbhum, of the 8rd October, complains that in the Middle 
Vernacular Scholarship Examination in the Man- 


ptt in bhum district, che boys were asked in the 
g geography paper to explain clearly the cause 
of the tides,” although the chapter on tides in their physical geography was 
omitted from their curriculum. The first question on the arithmetic, paper 
was extremely difficult for the boys, The questions in geometry were dictated. 
to the boys who were examined at the Purulia Zilla School, and the same 
questions were differently dictated in three different rooms, | 
The questions in literature for the Upper Primary Examination were 
extremely difficult. In the mensuration paper was a question which required 
extraction of square roots, which the boys were not taught. 


(e) Local Seif-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Sanscdhini, of the 27th September, has received the following 
The Chittagong District Board. from a correspondent — 


clerk of the District Board office, again shines as the hero of a grave official 
scandal. His antecedents are not unknown to the 5 public of 
Chittagong. The much sensational case of 1895, when he was first time 
officiating in this post (Rajani Kanto Ganguli versus Jinot Ali), is not forgotten: 


we quote a part of the judgment below: — 


„Exhibit C shows that the complainant has abused the trust placed in 
him by his employers and used facts available to him in his official capacity 
against the interest of the District Board. This paper alone proves that 
the complainant Babu Rajani Kanto Ganguli is unfit to occupy the position 
he has been abusing to help the farmers — ferrymen. The pa) da of Babu 


Romesh Chandra Chowdhuri and of those people who give specific instances of 


bribes accepted by the complainant, positively require, for the ends of justice 
and for the interest of the District Board, the criminal prosecution of the 
complainant. The documentary evidence placed before me does not go to 
show that these witnesses are not speaking the truth. I cannot but believe 
the testimony of Babu Romesh Chandra Chowdhuri, who is a very respectable 
muktear of this court. It is simply absurd to suppose that the complainant 
went tho length of imperilling this appointment by these drafts for nothing.“ 
As regards him such have been the remarks passed by the trying Magistrate, 
Mr. Abbas Ali, and we know that a departmental enquiry had been held by 
Mr. J. D. Anderson who, taking a lenient and merciful view of the whole 


matter, fined him his half month’s pay (Rs. 25) witha strong remonstrance 


that upon repetition of such conduct he should be severely dealt with. 


Even after such occurrence the official. career of this officer did not run 
very smooth, and in March 1897 we again found him in the black book of the 
office. In another serious case reported against him, euch is the certificate 
given to him by Rai Kailas Chandra Das, Bahadur, Vice-Chairman, his 
official superior, viz.: I have always found him unreliable and one who 
shirks work, and was several times fined for misconduct. I fine him Rs. 10 
only,” This report had been submitted to the Chairman, Mr. J. D. Anderson, 
who passed the following remark: “ Approved; next time he will be removed. 


We are unable to express the deep wonder and misgivings with which 
we received the news of this man’s again officiating in the post wherein he has 
deserved such serious and criminating remarks from the most able and 
experienced officials in the department. In July 1899, upon leave of Babu 
Prosanna Kumar Chowdhuri, ‘Head clerk, he had again been appointed to 
officiate in his place. The following facts, disclosed in an open 2 held on 
the 8th September by a member of District Board, will show how Rajani Babu 
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can take no other hue and how misplaced is the trust placed upon him and how 
unfit he is to occupy a responsible post ? Tee, 0 

“Tt came to the notice of permanent Head-clerk Babu Prosanna Kumar 
Chowdhuri, on his return from Benaras, that the officiating Head-clerk has 
misappropriated a certain sum of mone from the District Board eash and 
misappropriated certain materials brought forthe District Board work. He 
submitted a report of it to the Chairman on the 29th August 1899, and the 
Chairman, Mr, J. Lea, despatched an urgent order to Vice-Chairman for on 
immediate enquiry. This enquiry (?) was exceedingly private, and was taken 
up on the fifth day from the date of the Chairman’s order and in the absence of 
Prosanna Babu, and the Vice-Chairman submitted a report on the 2nd Sep- 
tember. It is not our present object to ventilate upon this proceeding; but 
upon the receipt of the report, Mr. Lea directed a fresh enquiry, and ordered 
Babu Romesh Chandra Singha, sadar khas tahsildar, to hold an open enquiry 
and report on the subject. : | 


‘The following are the facts disclosed in course of this inquiry :—On the 
5th August 1899 Rs. 7 was paid from the office cash to the peon, Iswar 
Chandra De, for purchasing 200 bamboos for repairing the fences of the office 
compound, The peon was tuld by the officiating head clerk (of course, 
privately) to bring 100 bamboos to office and to send another hundred 
to his house. The peon accordingly purchased 200 bamboos and engaged 
two carts: 100 was sent to the officiating head clerk’s house, and another 
cart containing 100 bamboos was brought to office, Under the order of the 
officiating head clerk, one receipt for 200 bamboos, Rs. 6-8, and another 
receipt fortwo carts, 10 annas, were written by the office daftri, Abdul Majid, after 
the bamboos were brought. These two receipts were charged to the District 
Board accounts as expenditure on the 5th August 1899, and the same amount 
was recouped from the Treasury on the 22nd August 1899 by a cheque 
under the signature of the Vice-Chairman and the officiating head clerk. 

The price of the 100 bamboos, including ghari hire, was thus misappropriat- 
ed by the officiating head clerk, Rajani Babu, and the materials used by himself. 
Out of 100 bamboos brought to office, he has also taken away to his house 
several of them by the coolies employed for repairing the fences of the 
office compound. 

„The above facts have been proved by the peon, Iswar Chandra, the fifth 
clerk, Hem Chandra Roy, office daftri, Abdul Majid, and peon, Abdul Goni, 
before Babu Romesh Chandra Singha, and are strictly and infallibly corro- 
borated by the vouchers and cash-book. We do not know what report Babu 
Romesh Chandra Singha has submitted at the recent issue of this enquiry ; 
but we are sorry to think that Babu N.N. Roy has not shown the discretion 
and impartiality as was expected of him.” 


Upon this matter we cannot help asking the following questions, inas- 
much as they are seriously connected with the independence and prestige of 


Babu N. N. Roy, and hope to be undeceived by cogent answers from proper 
sources — 


(1) In a case like this, why did he not proceed upon examing the cash at 
once, though W e requested by Prosanna Babu to do so on the very day 
(26th August) when the urgent order of the Chairman was made over to him? 

(2) Why on the evening of 26th August, the officiating head clerk, all of 
a sudden, snatched away the key of the iron safe from Babu Hem Chandra Roy 
who was in charge of the safe? 

(3) Is it a fact that he (Babu N. N. Roy) sent for the officiating head 
clerk on the 8 of the 27th August, and that he and the officiating head 
clerk had a private deliberation for a long while? : 

(4) „ N Prosanna Kumar Chowdhuri was not allowed to prove the 
case before „and why he was not allowed to appear in the so-ealled en- 
quiry, although he was present in the office? - | re. 3 

(5) Was not Rajani Babu allowed ample time and opportunity to devise 
means to screen his guilt? We ask the last question, because it has now been 
discovered, upon enquiry, that there is a sum of Rs. 3 in a paper cover in 
the 2 safe, quite independent of the cash balance and not covered by any 
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In conclusion, we beg to approach Mr. Lea, our worthy Chairman of the 
District Board, and Mr. Carstairs, the Commissioner of the Division, to draw 
their attention to this flagrant matter of Babu Rajani Kanto Ganguli. It 


has given rise to much anxiety and agitation N 
affects the prestige of the District Board. We ho 
stands so emphatically upon this case, the whole matter ought to demand 
a serio us consideration, and if the allegation is proved false, and he be- 
comes unable to prove it, he may be held answerable for making such 
report. 2 | af ; 

This is a case of misappropriation of public money by a. public servant— 
W and theft —and ought not to be slighted away. ee iiss : 

Tube records alone, we hear, are sufficient to prove the case. H. Sen, 

19. The Aitakari of the Ist October complains that the mehtere in Kushtia 
in the Nadia district make it difficult for people to 

s along the streets of the town up to a late hour 
in the morning, by placing their tubs on the streets and filling — with night- 
soil in public view and going up and down the streets with them. 

The night-soil of the privies which are situated near house-trenches filled 
2 = water, is emptied into the trenches to the serious danger of the public 

ealth. 

20. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the lessee of the 
ferry ghat at Kushtia keeps only one rickety boat 
| with a helmsman, but no rowers. This causes 
serious inconvenience to passengers. Not unoften, parties, who have to come 
from the opposite side of the river to attend the courts, have their suits 
dismissed in their absence. The lessee should be compelled to appoint a rower 
and to construct.a hut on the opposite bank of the river as a waiting-room for 
passengers. 


() -- Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


21. The Hitavadi of the 29th September complains of the want of a wait - 
ing-room for female passengers in the Haripal 
station on the Tarkeswar Railway. The want of 
such a room is being seriously felt. IE 3 , 
22. The Bangavast of the 30th September complains that the Eastern 
age Bengal State Railway authorities have discontinued 
8 the practice of issuing six-monthly return tiekets 
to intermediate-class passengers. This, as well as the temporary discontinuance 
of reserved accommodation in trains during the Puja holidays, will cause great 
hardship to the public. It is no doubt the pressure of traffic during the Puja 
and the want of a sufficient number of carriages which has led the authorities 
to temporarily discontinue the a of granting reserved accommodation ; 
but they should not forget that this measure will make it almost impossible for 
respectable native gentlemen to travel with their families. 
23. The Tripura Hitaishi of the 2nd October complains of the conduct of 
the railway employés at the Chandpur station on 
+ iy ee the Assam-Bengal Railway. It is said that goods 
booked for Comilla are lying at the Chandpur station without being despatched. 
This is causing great — to consignors and 8 Will the Traffic 
Superintendent arrange for a speedy despatch of goods and enquire why goods 
arriving at the station later are being despatched earlier than the goods which 
have been lying there fora long time? It is said that those who can make 


jogarh axe served more promptly than those. who cannot, 
(h)—General. 


24. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 29th September complains of 

; the conduct of the Mint Master of the Calcutta 

The Mint Master of the Calcutta Mint, On the 22nd September last, an image of 
— , the goddess Vindhyavasini was being carried to 
the Ganges with music and a large procession. When the procession reached 


he public, and seriously 


Night-soil service in Kushtia. 


A ferry ghat complaint. 


A railway complaint. 


the Calcutta Mint, the Mint Master, with his wife in a carriage, was entering 
into his house. His horse. shied at the 53 and he ordered a constable at 
the gate to go and stop the music. But wit 


out. waiting for the constable to 


t 
pe when Prosanna Babu 
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ut his order, the Mint Master jumped out of his carriage, and furiously 
pret the band and put them to flight, He then made his way to the crowd, 
and began to deal out blows right and left. And not satisfied with this, he 
went tothe barracks of the mint sentry and came out with seven or eight 
sepoys armed with rifles and ten or fifteen constables armed with sticks. They 
were, however, subsequently prevented by the Mint Master himself from 
attacking the crowd. N 
The editor thus comments on the above: — re 
If such an incident as this can take place in the metropolis, it may be 
easily imagined what dreadful incidents can take place in the mufassal. ill 
not Sir John Woodburn make an enquiry into this case? If the Mint Master 
is really so haughty and highhanded as he has been described to be, his 
conduct ought to meet with condign punishment. -He should be made to 
understand that the Indians are not barbarous like the Zulus, They are the 
subjects of Her Gracious Majesty, the Queen. Empress. It is foolish Europeans, 
like this Mint Master, who create in the Indian mind a hatred against the 
European community. If he is not transferred, the public will question the 
impartiality of the authorities. mee 
25. The Secretary of State, writes the same paper, is appointing plague 
doctors in England for service in India. They 
are to receive Ks. 700 a month, and those amon 
them who have plague experience or hold good 
certificates are to receive Rs. 800 a month. y should the Secretary of State 
feel any hesitation in wasting the money of the Indian people? If native 
physicians qualified to put down plague are not available in this country, why 
are medical colleges maintained at such an enormous cost? 
26. The Samay of the 29th September has the following: — 


: Not even a thousand protests coming from men 
— of natives by Euro- who will not see, though they have eyes to see and 
* who, though they see, still hesitate, for fear of the 
odium which would fall upon their race, to speak the truth with an honest heart, 
will ever succeed in suppressing the real fact. Whatever bigh English officials 
like Lord George Hamilton, Lord Lansdowne and others connected with the 
Indian Administration may say to the contrary, it is no longer possible to deny 
that at the present time Europeans look upon natives with extreme hatred and 
that the latter are being intensely harassed in consequence of the maltreat- 
ment and oppression which they receive at the hands of one class of Euro- 
peans, Themore the eyes of the Indians are being opened as a result of 
their English education and of their understanding their reasonable and legiti- 
mate rights, the more respectfully yet firmly and earnestly they are claiming 
and demanding those rights from Government and are becoming an 
e to that class of Europeans. Setting foot on the Indian soil every one 
0 these men considers himself the absolute master of India and of the Indians. 
Their idea seems to be — what they desire is that the natives should stand before 
them with bare feet, uncovered heads and joined hands, that they should serve 
them and attend on them like slaves for the purpose of gratifying their whims 
and ministering to their pleasures, However respectable, highly placed and 
well-to-do a native may be, he, it seems, is not fit to be a slave of slaves near 
them. The least change of attitude on the natives’ part would make them 
extremely angry and in their anger they would bring about quite a revolution. 
It is needless to refer to oppression by European soldiers. Over and above 
this, oppression by Europeans of the class referred to, official and non-official, 
has made it difficult for the natives to livein the country, If the British 


Government does not kindly provid f thi there 
will Sk tees eaik ts hw yp ea remedy for this state o ngs, 


ry and sufferings of the natives. It is because we 
are stung to the quick that we use this language of bitter reproof, 


III. —LxGISLATIVx. 


27. The Samrad Prabhakar of the 29th September 1 an article 


Th within biack borders from which the following 
u — ont Bile of the Calcutta passage is quot un | 


; We entertained man ho expectations and 
desires, We thought that in the face of auch a a nghinttes and such & 
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universal protest from the whole country, _the kind Lieutenant-Governor, Sir 


John Woodburn, who is kindness person would not probably pass the 


Bill. But who is to stop the turning of the wheel of destiny. It is our misfor- 


tune that a blow has been struck at the very root of local self-government in the 

time of a god-like ruler. But there is no crossing the decrees of fate? | 
What was in store for us has happened, and we do not know what more 

to say. Wednesday, the 27th September, will be a memorable day for the 


Bengalis—as the day on which the death of local self-government was pro- 


claimed and funeral music struck up. It is a day of mourning for all Bengalis, 
and we, therefore, appear in black. Farewell to you, reader; our pen hardly 
moves and our heart 1s filled with bee The pages of history will record in 
black the day on which local self-government was doomed and people will 
mourn the day for ever. 

28. The Hitavadi of the 29th September writes as follows: 

The Indian people are gradually realising tha 
it is useless to protest and agitate where protest 
and agitation produce no good. On the dth September last, the Indian Cur- 
rency Bill was passed in five minutes in the Supreme Legislative Council. It 
is strange that no member had any amendment to propose to a measure, the 
subject-matter of which has been under discussion for seven years. There 
is also a novel feature about this measure. This is the first time that a meeting 
of the Legislative Council lasted for only five minutes. We have had to 
witness. many novel incidents in connection with this new measure for the 
introduction of a gold standard. | 

29. The same paper has the following on the attitude of some of the 

| 4 members of the Legislative Council in connection 
Odem members of the Bengal with the passing of the Calcutta Municipal 
Caleutta Municipal Bill. Bill :— | | | | 
(1) Whenthis Bill, destructive of the principle 
of local 8 was being discussed in the Bengal Legislative Council, 
Raja Sasisekhareswar, the lustre of Rajshahi, was away from the Council, 
busily engaged in arranging for the establishment of a Rajkumar Oollege 
in Bengal. Such a thing as this is to be seen in this country and in this coun 
alone. Where are those people now who frowned when we opposed Raja 
Sasisekhareswar’s election? What have they now to say regarding the 
Raja, the object of their admiration? The Raja was present on the day when 
the discussion of the Bill commenced. But such was his courage and patriot- 
ism that he voted on neither side. It is for the children of people of this sort 
that a Rajkumar College has become so necessary ! | 
(2) Rai Durgagati Banerjee, Bahadur, will be obliged to retire from the 
Government service soon, but still he was not willing to displease the officials. 
We do not know whether there is any chance of his getting a special pension. 

(3) The Hon’ble Delawar Hossein, another nominated member, one day 
cut a very ridiculous figure. The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee 
objected to the paying of fees to the members of the General Committee. 
Maulvi Delawar Hossein forgot himself for the nonce and supported Suren- 
dra Babu. He declared that neither the Hindu nor the Musalman Commis- 
sioners would be willing to accept fees. But precisely at this moment, the 
Bengalee has been told by a small bird, an official whispered something into his 
ear. This not only silenced the Maulvi, but also made him vote on the side 
of the Government when the poll was taken. 

Prince Baktiyar Shah, a nominated member, presented a stro 
to another nominated member, Rajah Ranjit Singh of Mashipur. 
tried his best throughout to serve his country, while the Prince as strenuo 
supported the Government. We hear that he is not willing to give even the 
Musalman societies the right of electing a member. This is serving the 
Government with a vengeance. 

80. The Bangavasi of the 30th September has the following from a 

33 friend :— i 
The menen In my opinion, this opposition to the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill is ill-conceived, ill-advised and unpatriotic. The objectors to 
the Bill have almost exhausted their powder and shot against the constitutional 
portions of the Bill, and no opposition worth the name has been directed 
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against its operative portion. In this constitutional administrative que 
the E ought to stand boldly forward with the Government, and not 
ith Babudom. : 3 
7 I can somehow tolerate prayers for employment. It will, of course, be 
good not to depend helplessly on the Government for our livelihood ; ; 
prayers for employment can be tolerated, for they mean ers for food. R 
why should you seek to find a place in the administration of the country when | 
that is no of your business? If the Government wishes to let you a 
hand in the administration or commerce, it will do so of its own accord and 
without waiting to consult your opinion. And that is only fair and reasonable, 
for it is only the Government which has to maintain, to protect the Empire, 
and the protection of the Empire means the protection of the people. It can 
never be the object of the Government to do to the people. At the same 
time, it should be remembered that it cannot also be the o of the Govern. . 
ment to do harm to itself. It should also be remembered that you cannot take 
as much interest in the protection of a foreign Government as it is natural 
for a foreign Government to take in the protection of its people. So the 
Government * not 3 cannot — wr a set ay 228 
knows that it is foreign foreign not only geograph 7 in civiliga- 
tion—and this last is at the root of all cardinal differences. This is why the 
Government cannot entirely depend upon us. 

What we call self-government in this country 1s not properly sae 
self-government. In the language of the Bangavast, it is not a substance 
but a shadow. Nay it is not even a shadow, but the shadow of a shadow. 
Self- government has two si islative and administrative. In the 

islative Council, there ere seats occupied by native gentlemen, but legisla- 
tion is nevertheless absolutely in the hands of the Government. For proof of 
this, you have the discussion on the Municipal Bill. Fortunately enough, the 
Bengali Babus’ energy has no value; it is not a marketable commodity. Or we 
would have had to exclaim—‘‘ What a frightful waste of energy!” 


So much for legislation. As for administration, the Government will take 
our help in the matter so far as may be necessary. Straw and mud and 
mboo and rope are required in making an image of a god or goddess. It is 
the mantra which alone effects pranpratistha, which makes the image the seat 
of the goddess and the object of worship; yet the mud and straw must precede 
the manira. Even so is the case with the administration of the country. The 
Government will always liberally take the help of native co-operation in . 
ing on the administration, It does so now; it used to do so long before the 
days of Lord Ripon. The only thing which Lord Ripon has introduced into 
this country is election—and there is nothing more harmful and disastrous in 
its consequences than this innovation. Witness, for instance, Baikuntha versus 
Nalinaksha, Kaliprasanna versus Amrita Bazar, Surendranath Banerjee versus 
Sisir Kumar Ghosh. Nowhere are dishonesty,’ demoralisation, dissension and 
backbiting so rife as in an election. 


31. The Prativasi of the 2nd October has the following: 


“Laws that are made in haste are apt to be 
ain Meri Bil of the Cal- repented at leisure,” said the Viceroy on the 

. g occasion of the introduction of the Punjab Land 
Alienation Bill in the Supreme Legislative Council. Fifteen meetings of the 
Bengal Legislative Council were held one after another to consider the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill. The measure was burried through, and all its sections could 
not be carefully examined and discussed. But unfortunately the Bengal Gov- 
ernment forgot the great truth to which Lord Curzon gave expression in his 
Council, The new measure has not yet received the sanction of the Viceroy, 


and it is hoped that he will remember the truth he has so nobly expressed when 
he gives his final decision in the matter. 5 


uestion, 


IV.—Narive Srarxs. 


32. The Basumati of the 1 September writes as follows: 
4 The Maharaja of Tippera has committed a 

12285 N mistake by declaring his own son Fubaraj in Aer 

violation of the law and traditions of Tippera. Before his death, the late 
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Maharaja made the present 
Now, according to 


* 


* ) 


it reps cognise 

o are also told that neither the 
h Tippera experience like Mr. 
Toynbee, Mr. Oldham, Mr. Greer, and Mr. Geake have been cousulted in this 

matter. This is certainly strange. giles 
33. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 28th September has the 
83 „ nne crag 
ee ee Perhaps His. Highness the Nizam’s visit to 
Calcutta in the next cold season will be with the object of having the Berar 
4 finally decided. Berar was ceded to the British Government during 
the Premiership of Sir Salar Jung, on the understanding that the debt which the 
Nizam owed to that Government as well as the cost of the Hyderabad contin- 
gent would be paid out of the income of that district. In the course of time the 
financial condition of Berar has materially improved under British administra- 
tion, and with that the contingent charges, no doubt, have been doubled. But 
still a considerable amount is saved every bay and pa 


the days when 
greatl y , 
men of education. In this respect it is ahead of all other Native States, 


The Maharaja of Tippera. 


relatives and subjects. 
Thakur from the position he held under the State and filled the vacancy by 
appointing his own brother-in-law to it. When the time came for submitting 
his first administration report to the Government, heand his counsellors became 
anxious to show to the Government that under the new régimé an improvement 
had been made in the revenue collections, and finding no other way of doi 
this, he confiscated the miras taluks of the Raj relatives and dependents, thereby 
depriving them of property worth about fifty thousand rupees a year. The 
real fact was concealed from the Government, and the administration report for 
1307 Tippera era shewed an increase of fifty-two thousand rupees in the revenue 
collections in the course of one year. Improvement was also shewn in the 
forest revenue by the confiscation of the forests and ghats which had been 
leased out to the maternal uncle of the Bara Thakur before the expiry of the 
lease. No compensation was paid to anytody for this confiscation. Ignorant 
of these facts, Wovecnmeut probably praised the Maharaja for his wise and 
efficient administration of the State; but the Political Agent should enquire 
if the Maharaja has not made an attempt to throw dust in the eyes of the 
Government by concealing from it the real state of things. | : 
While the Maharaja has been depriving the Raj dependents of their dues, 
His Highness’s flatterers, counsellors and private friends have had large pucka 
buildings constucted for themselves, and money is being wasted in other ways 
too. 


For a long time, the Maharaja held secret consultations with the Comilla 
and Calcutta lawyers. And, after returning from his visit to Calcutta last 
year, he hurriedly held a secret darter, at which the public were not admitted, 
and.superseding the claims of the Bara Thakur, made his own son ‘ Jubaraj,’ 
By this act, the Maharaja set at naught, not only his family custom, but the rule 
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ooession which Government had long approved of. That custom and rule is 
pos in the following passuge quoted from Aitchison’s book :— ; 

‘‘ Succession is determined in a peculiar way. The ruling Raja has the 
power of nominating any of his brothers or sons as his successor under the 
title of ‘ Jubaraj’ and a successor to the ‘J ubaraj’ under the title of Bara 
Thakur. On the Raja’s death, the ‘Jubaraj’ becomes Raja and the Bara 
Thakur’ becomes ‘ Jubaraj,’ and in turn Raja even to the exclusion of the 
Raja’s natural heirs, ” s 

Under tho above rule of succession it was the Bara Thakur who ought to 
have become the ‘ Jubaraj’ and not an outsider, even though the Raja’s own 
son. Government can never approve of such an illegal act. Such a eparture 
from a custom will be the source of great mischie in the future. It is said 
that the Maharaja got the Lieutenant-Governor’s sanction. But no one believes 
that a just and rightous ruler like Sir John Woodburn could decide the case 
er parte, It now appears that the Government is considering the matter in con- 
sequence of a representation from the Bara Thakur. 

Money for the Maharaja’s present visit to Darjeeling was raised by the 
police by the seizure of raiyats’ ploughs and plough-cattle. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 25 
35. Oue Shaikh Jamiruddin writes in the Mihtr-o-Sudhakar of the 29th 
| September as follows :— 
Abase of islam, its met Muhammad Meherulla’s letter in the Mihir-o- 


aon . Sudhakar of the 30th June last (see Report on 
Native Papers in Bengal for the 8th July, para- 
graph 33) drew attention to the fact that some Roman Catholio gentleman 


of Jessore had written a book entitled “ N faarte” (Ascertainment of the 


true religion), in which the author had fallen foul of the Muhammadan 
religion. The book is, indeed, so full of the abuse of Muhammad, his religion 
and his followers that it has become unreadable and every Musalman should 
exert himself to stop the printing and circulation of more copies of it. No 
other Christian in the whole world ever attacked the Musalman religion and 
the Musalman community in the manner the author of this book has done. 


The leading righteous Musalmans of the Jessore district formed a Com- 
mittee on the 11th September last with the object of taking steps to stop the 
printing and publication of the book and have resolved to take legal proceed- 
ings against the author. Though it is the Musalmans of Jessore alone who 
intend bringing a case, Hindus and Musalmans all over the world should join 
and help the movement. The book contains greater attack on the Hindus 
than on the Musalmans. O brother Hindu, if you have any respect for your 
religion you cannot help joining and furthering the cause of the Jessore 
Musalmans. O followers of Muhammad, how can you listen without protest 
to the abuse that a worm smaller than the smallest worm, a drinker of wine, 
a vilifier, a pisach in human shape, a selfish, hypocritical admirer of missionaries 
has heaped upon your prophet and e guide? Shame to your life! 
Shame to your good deeds!! Shame to your learning!!! Shame to your 
money!!!! Shame to your speeches!!!!! Shame to your writings !!!!!! 
If you are a true Musalman, if you are a follower of Lord Muhammad, 
if your are a well-wisher of the Musalman religion join this case very soon, 
and thus glorify the Musalman community. My usalman brothers, let him who 
has money help with money, let him who can write, carry out a warm agita- 
tion in the newspapers; let him who can make speeches explain the object of 
this case in speeches to all men. | 


36, The Bangavasi of the 30th September writes as follows :— 
5 The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said the other day in 
rn by the Legislative Council that the Hindus had learnt 
tate the value of pure water from the Euro „ The 


Hon' ble Babu Surendranath Banerji replied that the Hindus had learnt the 


use of we water long before Englishmen came into existence. To tell the 
truth, the Medical Science of no other country has so minutely discussed the 
question of purifying and filtering water as the Hindu Medical Science, The 
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Hindu Sastras remain absolutely unapproachable in their discussion of food 
d drink. | | 
me 37. The Datnik Chandrika of the 5th October has the following in an banm nua 
An invocation to goddess Durga. invocation to goddess Durga :— . ~ Oct, Sth, Iden 
„„ 
Do not O Mother! do not come to poor India, e 


Where your children are immersed in woe eternal. 
You will not enjoy peace in this country. 
Do not, Oh! do not come to poor India. 


2 
Do not O Mother! do not come to poor India, 


Where your children, star ved or half-starved, 
Are obediently serving as helots. 


(3) 
Do not O Mother! do not come to poor India, 
Where the people are so ground down by sorrow 
And their minds are so distracted with anxiety 
That the tears in their eyes have dried up. 


(4) 


They have no life, no strength, 

Their only strength is tears. 
you come here, you will cry and make us cry and thus 
increase our 


pain 
Why O Mother! ’ should you then come to this country for 
nothing. 
(5) 


Fire . out as soon as fuel turns to ashes, 
But this fire of suffering is eternally burning our life. 


It is a great pain that this fire will never cease burning. 
Do not O Mother! do not come to poor India. 


(8) 
But if your heart is 22 after us 
And if you have really become extremely anxious to see us, 


Then put off your gorgeous dress and dress yourself as a beggar. 
Come slowly and silently on foot, 


Even as the tearful rainy season comes. 


9) 
If you come to this country in your gorgeous dress 
The English gods will taunt ** titter 
And say—Lo! there comes the mother of our slaves, 


Tell us, Oh! tell us, if our broken hearts will be able to bear that 
taunt ? | 
(10) 


Let us be covered with disgrace, and we shall feel no pain, 
But let not yourself also be disgraced and discredited. 
Do not, O Mother! do not come to poor India. 


(12) ve 


It is useless to bring with you Her who is so dear to Narayan. 

In beggarly India she will have to suffer great pain, 

It is true that a little glance from her eye may bring on pros- 
perity 

But who will check “free trade,” and how? 
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53) 
If Vinapani sings sweet Sam 
Eren to the most exquisitely harmonious tune of Her Vina, 
The song will not reach our ears, 


Nothing but cool water can N * 
His thirst who has nothing else to drink. 


(14) 


O Saktidhari! even if Saktidhar, the god of martial strength, 
Wages eternal warfare with the English enemies, 

He will not be able to drive them out. 

What is the use, then, of needlessly bringing him with you? 
His presence will only increase our suffering. 


(15) 

As for Him with the head of an elephant, who removes all bighnas 
or obstacles, 

He will only feel unhappy to see us placed in the midst of never- 
ending troubles. 

He will not be able to undo our A 

Why should you, then, bring him to this land of sorrow? 


(16) 
So come, we pray, come to India alone, 
Be satisfied with the pinda of atap rice, 
And when you return to the land of the gods, 
Tell, Oh! tell Siva our tale of woe. 


URIYA PAPERS. 


38. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 2nd August is mortified to learn that 

the Europeans at Natal did not allow the natives 

S Euro- to join in the festival celebrated in connection with 

* the birth-day of Her Majesty, the Queen-Empress 

of India, and observes that racial distinctions should not have been carried to 
such bitter extremes. 


39. The Utkaldipika of the 5th August regrets that the pilgrims, returning 
from the Rath Jatra festival at Puri, spread the 

nnen cholera seeds in the villages through or near which 
the Grand Trunk Road passes, and asa consequence of this, the town of 
Cuttack has become unhealthy since that time. Scanty rainfall and excessive 
heat have helped to keep up the insanitary condition of the town. 


40. The same paper is glad to learn that the Hon’ble Ananda Charlu 

Vidyavinod Avargal, Rai Babadur, c. I. E., has been 

acht. Anand Charlu's re-elec: re-elected to the Indian Legislative Council, and 

hopes that he will try his best to pass his Religious 
Endowments Bill through Council. | 


41. The same paper supports the proposals of Raja Ranajit Sinha Bahadur 

3 in connection with the realisation of arrear rents 

3 1 the recovery of from tenants by their landlords, and observes that, 

unless the rent law is amended to a certain extent, 

the zamindars in Orissa will find it very difficult to realise their dues, as settled 

by the present settlement. and will not therefore be able to pay the Govern- 
ment revenue in full in time. ä 


42. The same paper 2 that there will be a scarcity of food in 
the near future, as the quantity of rainfall has 
been very small, and not à single river has over- 


flowed its banks. The paddy plants in certai ta of 3 . 
already begun to 3 dig = 88 parts of the Puri distriot have 


Crop prospects in Orissa. 
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43. The Sambalpur Hitaishins of the 9th August is glad to learn that the 

8 Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces is 

pLattle-counting in the Central taking a census of cattle in the province in order to 

gers) ascertain whether there is sufficient pasture lands 

for their maintenance, and observes that all other Governments and Adminis- 
trations * should do the same. 3 1 5 

44. e same paper suggests that the third - o passengers on the 

1 . Bengal-Nagpur Railway should be provided with 

Te latrines and lights. The writer is sorry to learn 

that though the trains between Bhadrak and Kharakpur pass over a new line 
for several hours during the night, no light is given in third-class carriages. 

45. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 16th August is of opinion that the 

; government should no longer delay in increasin 
erbe, salaries of ministerial the salaries of its ministerial officers, where suc 
pasa increase is found nec . | ar. 

46. The Samvadvahika of the 17th August regrets that scanty rainfall 

_ has led to serious apprehensions, and that the padd 
3 and distress in crops are in danger. ‘The Utkaldipika of the 19t 
rissa. N ? ; a ee ‘ 
August states that the price of rice is increasing 
steadily and that many are seen to sell off their cattle, as they have no means 
to maintain them during a season of scarcity. The Khurda correspondent of 
the Uriya and Navasamvad of the 23rd August states that the paddy plants in 
the Puri district are nearly dead, and that many have left their homes in 
despair to search for labour or employment in other districts. | 
47. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 16th August is of opinion that 
postage should not be charged on newspapers that 
aw exchange news. are despatched in exchange for other newspapers, 
sees and regrets that the old rule should have been 
changed so suddenly much to the detriment of the interests of the press. 
48. The same paper regrets that the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur 
ia has ruled that no one, who is not a zamindar or a 
ge Siring general powers-of-attor- member of the District Council, will be able to give a 
y: ; 
eneral power-of-attorney to his agents, and 
observes that this strange ruling will put many to serious inconvenience. 

49. The same paper does not approve of the proposal of the Raja of 

iger collecein Bengal, Tahirpur to establish a separate college for the 

A zamindars college in Pengal. education of the children of title-holders in Bengal, 

= observes that such a college, if established, will not produce the desired 
effect. 

50. The Utkaldipika of the 19th August approves of the resolution of 

the Government of India to exempt all kinds 

a of machinery from of machinery from the operation of the Tariff 

Act. 

51. The same paper is glad that there was some notice of India in the 
Queen’s speech in Parliament, and appreciates the 
sympathetic tone in which Her Majesty alluded to 
the existence of plague in that country. 

52. The Samvadvahika of the 24th August urges that the labour law now 

wo. 5 in force in Assam should be abolished at an early 

9 date, as cases of coolie oppression are inoreasing 
day by d 


ay. 
53. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 20th August is of opinion that Babu 
Gauri Sankar Rai, the Secretary of the Cuttack 
Printing Company, has devoted the best part of 
his life to the service of Government as also to that of the Cuttack Printing 
Company, which is now a successful institution. Through that company and its 
organ, the Utkaldipika, he has done a great deal of good to the public. The 
writer observes that Government should acknowledge his services by bestowing 
a title on him in the last portion of his life, and that such an act on the part of 
Government will be considered very generous by the people in general. 
54, The Utkaldipika of the 26th August is of opinion that the purchasers 
Th of foreign telegrams may be allowed a proprietary 
© Telegraph Messages Bill. right in those telegrams for twenty-four hours only 
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and not more than that. The writer urges that the Bill to provide for the 
protection of certain telegraphic press messages requires considerable modifica- 
tion before bei passed into law. ah et re L ee, 
55. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 30th A tis of opinion that the 
8 middle classes in the Indian society are getting 


oorer day by day for want of proper work: fields, 
and that Government should: do something to relieve their 3 | ' 


56. Referring to the Provident Fund, created for the benefit of police 


officers of higher grades in Bengal, the same 
bn d es that the system should 1 —— 


the polioe officers of lower guides, who stand in greater need of protection. 


_CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Transiaior. 


Benaatt TRaNsLaTor’s OFFICE, 
The 7th October, 1899. 
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